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2015: a year of commitments 

• Sendai Framework for Disaster 
Risk Reduction 3rd WCDRR (March)  

• Addis Ababa Action Agenda Third International Conference on 
Financing for Development (July) 

 

• The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development  

UN Summit on SDGs (September)  

• Paris Climate Agreement 
COP21 Paris (December) 



2016: a year for action 



Progress guided by targets 



An integrated network of Goals and 
targets  

D. Le Blanc (2015) Towards integration at last? DESA Working Paper No. 141.  



What DESA is doing  

 Strengthening and integrating in-house analytical capacity on 
global issues (e.g., economy and finance, population, public 
administration, data/statistics) 

 Responding to increased demand for technical cooperation and 
advisory services for national-level implementation 

 Coordinating participation and partnership of stakeholders from 
outside the UN to devise innovative solutions 

 Contributing to programmatic coordination and coherence of UN 
system activities, including through analysis and recommendations 
on country-level activity 

 Overseeing the follow-up and review elements of the 2030 
Agenda, including the ECOSOC Forum on Financing for 
Development and the High-level Political Forum 
 
 
 
 



ECOSOC’s role  

• Review and reporting by countries through the High-level Political Forum (HLPF) 
meeting under the auspices of ECOSOC. Details being negotiated in a General 
Assembly process 

 

• A set of 231 global indicators proposed by the ECOSOC Statistical Commission to 
be used to monitor and measure progress against all Goals and targets 

  

• Financing and means of implementation addressed in the new ECOSOC Follow-up 
Financing for Development Forum (FFDF) that met for the first time in April 

 

• ECOSOC functional commissions to conduct thematic reviews of progress, in 
support of the HLPF’s overall review responsibility  

  

• Cross-cutting linkages exist with the ECOSOC Committee of Experts on 
International Tax Matters, as well as with issues of peace and security, human 
rights and development 



Conclusion 

 
• The UN is striving each day to support Member States to meet the high 

expectations set by the 2030 Agenda 

  

• All partners, Governments, the UN system, private sector and civil society 
organisations, will have to mobilize for SDG achievement   

 

• New ways will have to be found to analyse development challenges and 
formulate policy solutions, including with the involvement of key 
stakeholders  

  

• Institutional capacity will need to be built or reconfigured to align actions 
to commitments and implementation requirements 

 

• Considerable funding will be needed — estimated at a trillion dollars 
annually —to support implementation.  

 

• But financing alone will not solve the implementation challenge. 
Innovative thinking, including through small scale initiatives and 
approaches, will be imperative  

 

• I hope that our discussion will help to shed further light on ways to build 
stronger partnerships to overcome the challenges to sustainable 
development  


