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Decline in Household Net Worth

2007 White household median net worth - $192,500

2013 White family median net worth - $141,900

2007 Black household median net worth - $19,200

2013 Black household median net worth - $11,000

2007 Hispanic household median net worth – $23,600

2013 Hispanic household median net worth - $13,700

- New York Times Dec 13, 2014



US Average Savings

• Approximately 62% of Americans have less than $1,000 in their 
savings accounts; well over half have less than $25,000 in their 
accounts;28% have nothing in their accounts; and 21% don’t even 
have a savings account

• 66 million adults have no dollars saved for emergencies

• 42% of Americans say they could not afford emergency expenses of 
$400

- NBC News June 21, 2016



Retirement Savings
• In 2015 of all Americans nearing retirement  - those between the 

ages of 55 and 64 – only 60% have retirement accounts

Average Account Balance is $104,000

• All US retirement accounts Median balance is $29,603

• Incomes from $61,000 to $100,000 have savings of $100,000

• Incomes more than $138,000 have savings of $452,000

• Fortune 500 CEOs have $17.7 million in retirement savings

(Employee Benefit Research Institute)

• Total retirement savings of Fortune 500 CEOs:  $4.9 billion or the 
equivalent to the retirement savings of the 41% of Americans at the 
lower income levels
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CEO Compensation Ratio to average 
worker salary
(Economic Policy Institute)









Opioid use in a nation of 325 million people



US mortality rates





Trust in Institutions - 2015



Party Polarization in US House of Representatives





The Two Americas
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Why Working Class Whites Voted for Trump
The Atlantic May 2017

• 1/3 of Americans are working-class whites without college education or a salaried 
job. They are ½ of America’s rural population

• 64% for Trump; 32% for Clinton

• 50% said “things have changed so much that I often feel like a stranger in my own 
country.”

• 2/3s said American culture has gotten worse since the 1950s. 

• 68% said the U.S. is in danger of losing its identity.

• More than half said discrimination against whites has become just as problematic as 
discrimination against minorities.

• 62% said America’s growing number of immigrants threaten the country’s culture

• 68% said “the American way of life needs to be protected from foreign influence”.

• 54% said investing in college education is a risky gamble, including 61 percent of 
white working-class men


